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consequently founded on a training in sense perception rathei
than on pure memory activities and directed toward a differ-
ent kind of subject-matter. So far as most of the character-
istics mentioned are concerned, the term <: early scientific
movement," though it would not so clearly indicate the con-
nection of the tendency with previous development, would be
quite as accurate. For the first time we find formulated a
general theory of education based upon rational rather than
upon empirical grounds. For these reasons Von Raumer
termed this group, including some of the more modern
reformers who received their inspiration from this earlier
thought, innovators. This term, or the term realists, has been
frequently used to include the group of men or the tendency
here defined with greater distinctness. Influenced by the
new discoveries then being made m nature's processes, and
the new inventions contrived to take advantage of her forces,
imbued with an interest in and a respect for the phenomena
of nature as a source of knowledge and truth, these realists
held that education itself was a natural rather than an arti-
ficial process; and, further, that the laws or principles upon
which education should be based were discoverable in nature.
This belief gave rise to two tendencies observable in the work
of all the representatives of this group; first, that toward
the formulation of a rudimentary science or philosophy of
education based upon scientific investigation or speculation
rather than upon pure empiricism ; and, secondly, toward
replacing the exclusive literary and linguistic material of the
school curriculum with material chosen from natural sciences
and from contemporary life. The first tendency constituted
the earliest attempt, at least since the time of the Greeks, to
formulate an educational psychology, though but a very rudi-
mentary one. While several of these men insisted upon the
study of the child and the adaptation of the educational
processes to the child, their thought in respect to these edu-
cational principles was controlled rather by their theory of